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は しがき

20世紀は激動の時代であった。それは2度の世界大戦を始め，宇宙旅行，

クローン羊といった，人類がかつて経験しなかった世界に雄々しく踏み込ん

だ時代である。それと同時に，原水爆，資源の浪費，環境問題など，地球市

民として真剣に考えねばならない多くの問題をかかえることになった時代で

もある。

本書は， この激動の100年間を振り返って，政治，経済，科学，芸術，社

会的事件などの分野別に綴ったものである。全部で40章からなり，本書を

通読することにより20世紀という時代が概観できるようになっている。

21世紀に生き，活躍しようとする若い学生諸君が， この機会に過ぎゆ<20

世紀を通覧し，典型的な事件を中心にしてその概観を理解することは， きわ

めて意義深いことと思う。

英文は1章につき1ページに収められており，比較的短いので速読用の教

材としても利用でき， また吹き込みテープを利用して， リスニング教材とし

ても使えるようになっている。各章ごとに簡単な練習問題がついているが，

そのうち英作文については本文を参考にすれば解答できるようになっている。

なお，注については，紙面の都合上，長いものは，途中を（…． ）で省略し

ている箇所もある。

最後に，本書の作成にあたって，企画編集の労をとっていただいた南雲堂

編集部の部長青木泰祐氏および浅井朝子ざんに心から感謝の意を表すもので

ある。

1998年注釈者
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PREFACE

As we approach a new century (as well as a new millennium), I think

it’s natural to want to look back over the road we have just traveled before

we embark down the road ahead. That’s what this book is all about—

looking back at the people and events that make up the story of the 20th

Century. And what a century it’s been—the bloodiest in history, but also

the most democratic; a century of war and disaster, but also one of great

scientific discovery and technological progress;  a century of great villains

as well as great heroes. The 40 events that I have chosen for this book

seem to me the most representative and fascinating. I hope you agree.

(Of course, the two world wars are by far the greatest events of the past

100 years. But I have only touched on them indirectly—^they are just too

vast to do justice to in a couple of hundred words.) If too many of these

events seem to be about the United States, it can’t be helped. For better or

for worse, this has been in many ways America’s century.

Ifimdae4r^
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^ QUEEN VICTORIA’S DEATH
11 ENDS AN ERA

On January 22, 1901, Britain’s Queen Victoria died. She was 82

years old and had been on the throne since 1837. During this long

reign, Victoria restored the British monarchy to its former glory. She

played an active part in the formation of the British Empire, on which,

5 as the saying goes, “the sun never sets.” She ruled over India, Australia,

Canada, as well as many parts of Asia and Africa. In 1839, Victoria

married Prince Albert, to whom she was deeply devoted. They had nine

children and many grandchildren, some of whom intermarried with the

kings and queens of other European countries, including Germany and

10 Russia. Victoria had a strong sense of duty and strict code of moral and

sexual behavior, which greatly influenced British society in the 19th

century. At home, Victoria’s reign was marked by political and eco

nomic prosperity and stability. It was also the golden age of the British

novel. Charles Dickens, George Eliot and Thomas Hardy all achieved

fame during Victoria’s reign. After Victoria’s death, Britain’s power

went into gradual decline. Imperialism came under fire. People no

longer were satisfied to be British “subjects;” they wanted indepen

dence. Britain fought many wars to hold on to its vast empire. But it

was a losing battle.
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◇EXERCISES

|AITRUE/FALSEC|rcleT|fthesentenceyouhearlstrue,F|fitl§制se

1. T/F 2. T/F 3. T/F

’ Choosethebestanswertothequestions>/ouhearonthetape

1． a.ThomasHardy

b.PrinceAlbert

c.GeorgeEliot

2. a.Becausetheweatherwassogood.

b.Becauseitfacedeast.

c.Becauseitruledinmanypartsoftheworld.

’ ListenandwritewhatyouheaE

■
■
０

１

２

３

’ ~nanslatethesesentencestoEnglish

l. 彼女の時代の特徴は経済的繁栄であった。

2. 19世紀には多くの作家が名声を博した。

3． その国は衰退した。

Listentothedefinitions.Writethenumberofthedefinition in

theblankin什○ntofthecorrespondingwordorphrase'
’

gradual b.

tocomeunderfired.

toholdonto

behavior

。
●

ａ

ｃ

II

』 MULTIPLE〔HOlにE
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